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the millions who have never entered the Congress but who
feel that the Congress represents them. It is that character
that makes the Congress speak for the Hindus, Muslims,
Parsis, Christians, Jews and all. Throughout its history
of over fifty years it has had not only Hindu presidents,
but Muslim and Parsi presidents, who made no distinction
between different communities, and who proved that those
who rendered the highest service to the nation and who
desired its freedom could take charge of it. The Congress
had been described by some of its critics as a fascist organi-
zation. But if they admit that the Congress has no other
weapon but non-violence, they disprove their charge. For
Fascism, Nazism and Imperialism depend for their existence
on violence. The Congress could not hold together without
non-violence. Non-violence and Satyagraha, its active princi-
ple, constitute the sovereign remedy which coufd be applied
by all the minorities in the country, and which was for
even the smallest minority a sure safeguard against the
tyranny of the majority however big it might be. Non-
violence was thus bound up with the very existence of the
Congress, and to give it up would be to betray it and the
masses for whom it stood."

A visitor recently asked Gandhiji if his re-entry meant
that the Congress had become again nxm-violent at heart.
"So far as I can say from things in the Punjab," said the
visitor, "I think that, though there is a good deal of self-
restraint, there is little non-violence.'3

Gandhiji replied: "I agree. The resolution is the
result of several days5 full-fledged debate among the mem-
bers of the Working Committee. I may confess that many
of the members have no independent faith in non-violence
but they are trying to imbibe it. But you must know that
the Congress is not merely the Working Committee, nor
the A. I. C. C, nor the members on the Congress registers,
but the dumb millions. They are all peace-loving, and
we have to represent them truly. These millions, before
the Congress identified itself with them in 1919, had taken
no part in any violent or non-violent or even a so-called
constitutional fight. But they rose like one man on the
6th of April 1919. They took up peaceful rebellion as their